TRIPARTITE POLAND
that hopeless rebellion, may be particularly mentioned
among the many that those desperate days engraved on
Polish history.
The Poles relied principally on their hopes of foreign
intervention, and especially on the help of Great Britain.
At the head of the British Government at that time was
Lord Palmerston, and the moral support he had given
to Victor Emmanuel had been practically the salvation
of the national cause in Italy. The case of Poland was
debated by a very sympathetic House of Commons, and
the view was freely maintained that the treatment of
Poland by all three partitioning Powers was a direct
violation of the Treaty of Vienna. It was decided that
a remonstrance should be addressed to the Russian
Government. The diplomatic correspondence which
followed is of considerable importance and interest.
Lord John Russell, the English Foreign Minister, directed
the attention of the Russian Government to the following
points:
(i) That a complete amnesty should be accorded to all
concerned in the outbreak. (2) That national representa-
tion should be given to Poland. (3) That Poles should
be appointed to public offices and that there should be
full liberty of conscience. (4) That the Polish language
should be used in the administration of law and education.
(5) That there should be a regular and legal system of
conscription.
The answer returned by Prince Gortchakoff, on behalf
of Russia, was conciliatory but evasive, and the corres-
pondence was concluded by the Czar's earnest declaration
that " to provide for the welfare of his subjects of all
races and of every religious conviction is an obligation
which he has accepted before God, his conscience, and
his people." Lord Palmerston explained to Parliament
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